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175
INTERNATIONAL DIPLOMACY

The idea has four elements and can be summarized as follows:

1. First, identify the geographic regions of Kashmir that need resolution. At
present the Pakistani part is divided into two regions: Northern Areas and
Azad Kashmir. The Indian part is divided into three regions: Jammu,
Srinagar, and Ladakh. Are all these on the table of discussion, or are there
ethnic, political, and strategic considerations dictating some give and take?
2. Second, demilitarize the identified region or regions and curb all militant
aspects of the struggle for freedom. This will give comfort to the Kashmiris,
who are fed up with the fight and killing on both sides.

3. Third, introduce self-governance or self-rule in the identified region or
regions. Let the Kashmiris have the satisfaction of running their own affairs
without having an international character and remaining short of
independence.

4. Fourth, and most important, have a joint management mechanism with a
membership consisting of Pakistanis, Indians , and Kashmiris overseeing
self-governance and dealing with residual subjects common to all identified
regions and those subjects that are beyond the scope of self-governance.
This idea is purely personal and would need refinement. It would also need

to be sold to the public by all involved parties for acceptance.
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